
 
How COVID-19 is benefitting cats  

 
Milo: a case study.  
 
Milo is an adorable male Oriental kitten.  His 
mum got him from a breeder at 8 weeks of age 
and fell in love with him almost immediately.  
For the first 6 months of his life was a normal, 
healthy, happy kitten.  One day his mum noticed 
his breath smelled strange and he was walking 
abnormally.  Milo had a huge fever, was losing 
condition and wouldn't eat.  
 
He was rapidly diagnosed by our fantastic team 
of vets with having a terrible disease called 
Feline Infectious Peritonitis (FIP).   
  
ABOUT FIP  
 
Feline infectious peritonitis (FIP) is a viral disease of cats that occurs throughout 
the world and is almost invariably a fatal disease (until recently, read on!).  
 
Feline infectious peritonitis is caused by infection with a virus known as feline 
coronavirus. Coronaviruses are a common group of viruses that often infect the 
upper respiratory tract or gastrointestinal tract in different animals. Different 
species of coronavirus are adapted to cause disease in different animals. In 
humans, coronaviruses are one of the frequent causes of the common cold.  
 
It is important to note that the coronaviruses affecting cats are different from 
the coronavirus which causes COVID-19 in people. The FIP-causing feline 
coronavirus cannot affect people and, as far as we know, the COVID-19 causing  
Infection with coronavirus is actually very common in cats, but most of the time 
it does not cause any problems, other than perhaps mild self-limiting diarrhoea. 
Uncommonly, the virus mutates (changes) to a strain of coronavirus which has 
the potential to cause disease. This mutated strain is the cause of FIP.  
 



 
In an affected cat, the virus spreads throughout the body and can cause a wide 
range of different signs (including peritonitis with the accumulation of fluid in 
the abdomen, but in other cats, fluid may accumulate in the chest cavity; in 
others, the virus may cause inflammation affecting the brain, eyes, liver, kidneys 
or elsewhere).  
 
Although FIP can occur in cats of any age, it is most often seen in young cats.  
 
Around 80% of cases diagnosed are in cats less than 2 years old, and many cases 
are seen in kittens around 4-12 months old.  
  
Until recently, FIP was a death sentence for cats. There were some studies done 
a couple of years ago that showed promise for treating this horrible disease with 
a drug called GS-441524. So, to fill in the void for effective FIP therapy, various 
companies started making GS-441524 and selling it as a black-market drug. 
Although it was very expensive, the widespread availability of good quality GS-
441524 provided a way for dedicated cat owners to save cats with wet or dry 
FIP, although acquiring the drug was complicated, usually relying on the help of 
social media groups dedicated to the fight against this disease.   
 
WHAT DOES THIS HAVE TO DO WITH COVID?  
 
Ironically, the COVID 19 pandemic provided a solution to this problem. A drug 
company had developed Remdesivir (GS-5734) as a drug for treating human 
Coronavirus disease, and it is very very similar to GS-441524, and this drug was 
given provisional registration in Australia for treatment of COVID-19 infections 
in human patients. This process would normally have taken several years, but 
COVID SPED IT UP! As Remdesivir was a licensed human drug, it can be readily 
used off-label in veterinary applications, such as treatment of FIP in cats and 
kittens.   
 
BACK TO MILO  
 
Milo is the first cat in the VetHQ family to receive this therapy.  After his first 
dose, his fever went away, and he began to eat again.  He is back to his playful 
self, and he is gaining weight.  He has only been on the treatment for the last 2 
weeks.  



 
Milo still has a long journey ahead of him, but he there is significant hope that 
he will get through this, thanks to the dedication of his mum, Carollyne, who will 
not give up on him.  
 
We feel lucky to be partnering in this cutting-edge care with the beautiful Milo 
and his brave mum.   

Dr Jess Green 

            

                    


